Seven Olympians

Seven poets through history — Seven national heroes

Supper lecture with Graham Fawcett
Evening includes a Beethoven piano sonata

Monday 16 January 2012
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‘We ARE SLOW TO BeLIeVe THAT WHICH [F
BELIEVED WOULD HURT OUR FEELINGS”

St Olave, Hart Street, London EC3R 7NB

Doors open and food served 6.15pm
Programme from 6.45pm to 8.30pm

Admission £15 on the door

sanctuaryinthecity@me.com 020 7488 4318
www.sanctuaryinthecity.net

Other dates in series: 6 February, 5 March, 2 April, 14 May, 11 June, 2 July 2012


mailto:sanctuaryinthecity@me.com
mailto:sanctuaryinthecity@me.com

Publius Ovidius Naso was born the year after Caesar’s assassination, was
educated in Rome and started reading his poems in public at 16. His work
gives us masterclasses in how to write with profound and rollicking delicacy
about love and sex, put on a spectacular poetic pageant of transformation
myths, and sing with great pathos from direct experience of the heartache
of exile.

Ted Hughes is one of the latest poets to attest to Ovid's powerful influence
on English poetry especially through his Metamorphoses, while Chaucer,
Spenser, Marlowe, and Shakespeare are among the earliest, Francis Meres
declaring that that “the sweet witty soul of Ovid lives in mellifluous and
honey-tongued Shakespeare”.

But so often the Ovid we admire is the metrical gymnast making us gasp over
and over again at the outrageous virtuosity of his mastery of form and
content, the parallel bars of a poetry which fine translations reveal as
speaking to our own times. So modern does he go on sounding, indeed, that
the Italian writer and critic Giuseppe Ponfiggia has even described him as a
“contemporary of the future”.

ST OLAVE HART STREET — TRAVEL DETAILS

TUBE: BANK (LEAVE STATION BY EXIT 6)
TOWER HILL
OVERGROUND: FENCHURCH STREET
BUSES: 15, 25, 40, 42, 67,78, 100, 115, 135, 205, 254
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